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Personal Statement
	There are not too many people in this world who genuinely care about people, people who are willing to listening and comfort rather than to lecture and reprimand. I have always liked to consider myself a caring person. My heart has always been for people. I have always had a desire to help others in any way I could. Since I was a child, I can remember I have enjoyed being there for my friends. Not only did I love being there for my friends, they would always come to me because they already knew my heart. Knowing that out of everyone they knew, they decided to come to me, a simple girl with only a shoulder and heart filled with compassion to offer, I felt honored to be there for them. I felt as though I was doing something good, not only in my life but in theirs. As I grow up the desire to help others grows as well, and I contemplate how I can better serve the people I care about and reach out to others who do not have someone like that in their lives. The answer I came up with was this, become a silent leader. I wanted to become a person who could lead people by knowing how to step back and let others take the spot light. I desired to show how much I care in the simplest of ways to take the focus off of me, to show any person in need that my intentions are genuine. But how would I get there? All it took was one simple group activity at RYLA. RYLA is a youth leadership camp were delegates learn how to become better leaders by learning what their strengths and weaknesses are as individuals. Going into this camp I knew one of my strengths was listening, but I questioned how being a good listener would help me become a leader. On the second day of camp, my group, the “Epic Elephants”, faced a task. During the task I did what I did best: I listened and also voiced out some ideas. After the task was completed, we sat down and had a moment of reflection. One of the observations made by one of the counselors was that I helped those who are more shy and introverted share their ideas and voice their opinions. The counselor jokingly called me a “megaphone” because of this ability of mine.  For the remainder of the camp I was known as The Megaphone, and it was a nickname I embraced, and not just for the weekend. After a weekend of being a “megaphone”, the path to achieving my goal became clear. I realized I am meant to advocate for others, and by doing so I’d achieve my goal of helping others. I would become that silent leader. Ever since that weekend I have been more confident in who I am as person and I have worked even harder to fulfill this purpose and this desire of mine. I know who I am. I know what I’m capable of, and I’m ready to show the world.
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But how would I get there? All it took 

was one simple group activity at RYLA.
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