101 Brampton Circle
Clayton, NC 27527

November 29, 2011

Senior Project Judges

Clayton High School

600 S. Fayetteville St.

Clayton, NC 27520

Dear Judges:


 My name is Gabriela Rodriguez and I am seventeen year old Puerto Rican girl who loves to be with her family and friends, and who loves to relax and just have a good time. Throughout my high school career I have been an honors student and heavily involved in three of our schools clubs, they are Interact, HOSA, and FCA. Being involved in these clubs has been the highlight of high school for me and has helped prepare me for what is to come next in my life. After graduating I plan on majoring in Nursing at either the University of North Carolina at Greensboro or the University of Puerto Rico at Mayaguez. 


The topic for my research paper revolved around funding for cancer research. In my paper I compared endometrial cancer to breast cancer, as these two cancers are the least and the most funded cancers. After writing the paper, I concluded that breast cancer needed the funding more. For my product, I wanted to look into my answer further and seek out the opinion of people who this actually affects. I did an on camera interview with Dr. Russell Anderson who is an oncologist here in Johnston County. To prepare myself for the interview I did extra research, and based off of the research I came up with the questions to ask during the interview. When the day of the interview finally came I came ready with my camera to capture the whole thing. After the interview was done, began the editing process. Throughout the process I added an opening title, an introduction where I spoke of how cancer changes lives but so can research, the interview itself, and credits at the end. When all of this was finished, I shared the finished product with the Health Occupation club at school. I let them see the video and shared what I had learned. 

From doing the graduation project I have learned many skills I will need later on in life. Some of the things I have learned are time management, public speaking, and how to present myself in a more professional way. Before starting this project I always thought that I had a hard time expressing myself and explaining things. This thought made me nervous to do the interview, but I surprised myself. I was able to say everything the way I wanted to and get my questions across. I learned that I am not so bad at expressing myself after all. 


Overall I am very pleased with how my product turned out. I learned from the overall experience. I was able to successfully interview a healthcare professional, and also able to successfully edit a video. I also got to share the video and what I learned from it. There were some parts that were challenging. Finding someone to interview was harder than I expected it to be, but in the end I found someone and they completely changed my perspective on the subject. Learning to use Windows Movie Marker was also challenging. It took a lot of patience but the end result looked good.

Thank you so much for taking your time to read this letter to get to know me, and to listen to my presentation, it is greatly appreciated. I understand how valuable time can be, and it means a lot to me that you are willing to help prepare me for a good future. 

Sincerely,

Gabriela Rodriguez
